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Dear Families of 11th graders: 

 

As part of the Redlands Ready Commitment, this year, the District is providing all juniors with the opportunity to 

take the SAT with essay test, free of charge during the school day on March 7, 2018.   

 

Created by the College Board, the SAT is an entrance exam used by most colleges and universities to make 

admissions decisions. The idea is to provide colleges with one common criterion that can be used to compare all 

applicants; however, it is just one factor in the admissions decision. Colleges also consider students’ high school 

GPAs, academic transcripts, letters of recommendation, extracurricular activities, interviews, community service, and 

personal essays. The weight placed on SAT scores varies from school to school. 

 

Participating in the SAT School Day: 

 Allows students to test in a familiar environment. 

 Provides a testing time within the school day. 

 Increases opportunities for students to attend college. 

 Can be considered an “opportunity search”, as SAT scores and student profiles are matched with colleges and 

scholarships nationwide. 

 Helps students make a more informed decision regarding their future, and opens doors for many different 

opportunities. 

 

In preparation for the SAT, juniors are encouraged to take the PSAT/NMSQT on October 11, 2017.  The National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT) not only provides students with preparation for the SAT, but students’ 

scores are used to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship Competition. Additionally, students have their scores 

shared with selected colleges as a first-step toward their college selection, and students who take the PSAT will also 

have access to free, personalized online Khan Academy SAT-prep.  Each high school has information regarding 

PSAT/NMSQT sign-up deadlines and fees, and more information can be found on the high school websites, as well as 

in the Counseling Centers.   

 

According to California Education Code and Title 5 regulations, parents do have the right to opt their student out of 

testing.  Although we believe the SAT School Day Administration is an amazing opportunity for all RUSD juniors, 

parents wishing to opt their student out of testing may do so by submitting their request in writing to their high school 

counselor or administrator. 

 

Additional information regarding the Redlands Ready Commitment and PSAT/SAT School Day testing is available 

on the RUSD website, www.redlandsusd.net (Programs, College and Career Pathways), or by contacting one of the 

high school administrators or counselors. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Julie Swan 

Director of School Improvement and Professional Development 

 

 

 

http://www.redlandsusd.net/

